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ropulating our cimpises, and the smell of barbegues
fills ghe wir during leathall tailgates, With shat s, 1
winhd like 8o use my first colummn as CoSI0A Presdens
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Ome could nat ask [ar 2 ketier sile than San Francscn,
a1 labulous city wilh many things to do. For the
CoSIT members, bowever, 1f was msice the Mamiodt
Marguis that hels the main attactions,

The cormerion was divided inta three theme -:|.'.]*:: ang who beter ko
wick-start the lirst -:|.'.'_!' titlec] Pest Practices, than one of the top panslists
i S ChA |1i::|'-r:.: [, Ton Banty, prolessor emenites rom Missouns
Schanl af Journalism. With “Writing for the Web™ as the topic of his
three-hour mini-seminar, the capey crator worlesd his magic on the
pudience with the packed room focused on his every syllable, Even
veierans such o CoSIDA Past Presidents Mick Joos of Baylor and Fil
Littkz of Texss were kaking rnotes like studernis [rre L g far o bireel exam

The altermoon panels featured an assoriment of topics, anging fram
Credentialing lssues to Delining Sportswriters, &l of which deals with
topics that touch on the day-to-day life of todavks athletics

commurmeaten |1r.'-|:':~:-.|.'-r.'.

Strategic Communications was the theme for day twa, and the lineup
wits pacsed with all-star talent, Farmer White House spokesman A
Fleiecher arened the |.|.I]' j--i-lirg.'_ RS Frecutive [Mrector Bl Hanoock
d “The BCE and You” Following a Reputation
sented by
Heuse communications staller, Fen

an a panel .-.p-l;r ran
Management panel pr
Relaticns, Ancther lormer While
Porrar, delivered an h.'-||'-|-.'|1|:. -|1-e~.'-.'h on Ccrsis communctions
Farrar, who hes worked on varous crises in spors = well = peditics
hammered hame the paint that ".-:|1-ri:-:| and transparency” are the keys
an how to deal with 2 crisis from 2 communications perspeclive,

Fonmie Caver of Caver Puhblic

Fleiecher, wha kel the r-ul'l'-.'.'.l smallight te start kis own lirm, AR
Fleicher .‘l|'-.'|1u Communications, then toale center sbage. First, the
charsmatic medin srategst mpaled the more than 500 attendess af the
CasIDA Avwards Luncheon with his personal history in the lie o, Then
he captivated the audience with @ presentation on Strategic Messaging
thai lefi a buzz in the air lor the rest of the weel,

As il that was niot enough, the MCAA, which has been a tremersdous parinet
ol CoSIDA i recent years, lollewed with a Srabegic Communications Pared
hested by its Dinector of Public and Media Belsions En Chnstiansan. Thal
was followed by divisional breakout sessions with Mike Bacy, Wice Presickeni
ol Cavision [l and Dan Chicher, Vice President of Division 111, on the panels
ol their mepective crganizations,

The CosI0, Hall of Fame Gala was the margues =ocial event of the
Conventiom. In this newhy adepeed bormeat, the CoSIDa Hall of Fame
and Acadernic All-America Hall of Fame classes were introduced by

WAL oS! D S0

E&PFM personaliy Ron Pranklin, | never tire of hearing thees@oe prance
seweches from my colleggues in the professton and warching
iclividuzls then are always behingd the soenes finally g2t their moment
in the spathight, 1 alse get chills when 1 hear Acsdemic All-Americs Hall
o Famers like I':e".'-.'-.']' Selman of Clelahoma thank Deke Copp, [ IR
Director of Publications, in his speech and say how much this award,
and evervihing it stands [or, mesns to him,

Digital Summit Day, which served 25 the finale, wees geared toward the
[ature of athletics communications, Here, the Comvention heard from
ielevision executives from ESPN and CRS Collepe Sports, as well asthe
[ounder of ESPN, Bl RBsmussen. on where the 'r-:|'.|:-.|':.' s heading
T ol ouwr finest, CoSIDA 2md Vice Presicent |oe Hormstein ol LCF
and D, Rill Smith of Arkonses, aleng with Bonnie Rames, NOAA
Managma Director of Mew Media Srtegies, defivered an ircredihle
presentation an how “we™ are becoming the medi

Immedizsely follbowing was a social networking panel, hested by David
Perry &1 Amociales, that featured CoSIDA expert Chrs Syme of
Monizna Sate and the steemed Malcolm Moran, Penm Siai
L-hair in 3*-Z|1.'\-r:-._|.'-|'.r|1:||i.-:|'1 and .‘L'ri.ll:.:
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While most ob our arganization broke tor lunch, a group of 20
volunteers, under the direction of Sam Atkinsan of Gallavdet, donated
their time 0 help cthers, working in the scup kitchen at the nearby 5t
Anthenyk Foundation, The night belore, cur Young CoS10A members
prchestrated a charity raflle with the proceeds danated 10 &, Anthonys
The resulis af these eflorts contribwied 400 items and more than £500
10 the good |'-.'-.'|1||' o S ."‘.I1||'|-\."I'_!"\-|

The Conwvention closed with a Fest Practices panel that was followed by
mind-breakoul sessions on -.'l.':'lj"lirg.'_ lrom wideo |1r.'-c||uli--n Ay
aditing, to Twitter, QR codes and Foursg
me fow lechnology seems to change overnight, Thankfulhy we have
some quality individuaks in our profession to imstnest us on bow 1o best
wilize these new |1r.'-c||||.I~.-"-]*.-iI-.'-|'- b enbence our shility to betber
perform our jobs, 1 would like 0 extend a special thanks to Jamie Weir
of Michigan Siate and Mark Fratio of 51
worked to coordinate the final day
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My goal 25 we go forward through the 2010-11 academic vear & o
comtinue this bye il pr~."~r.-h'-."|.|| .:-."w.'-.'lr-|1n'|:'|1l_ a5 we Feve inLhe st
through timely and inlormative webinars on our newly redesigned
CoblDcom website. | sirongly encourage athletics directors at every
level 1o make every eflort 1o have vour communications stafls aitend
the 2001 CasIDA Comvention in Maroo Eland. 2 has chsrly become
the best corventiom lor communications-based pracitioners in tenms
of prolessional development in colkge athletics, and continues 1o raise
the bar each year, When it comes 1o the exchange of communications
ideas, concepis and straiepgies there is no betier place (o be than the
amnual CoSDA Convention,
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