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A 
All-America (team). He made the All-America team. This is AP rule; All-American team is not uncommon. 
All-American (player). He is a first-team, All-American player on the All-America team. 
Athlete’s foot. The player is wiggly because he has athlete’s foot. 
AP style says he is the athletic director. (not athletics director). He also could be the director of athletics. If it’s a formal title used by the school, you can say: Chris Deal is the Oklahoma State Athletics Director. 

B 
Backboard. He banked the left-handed shot off the backboard. 
Backcourt. He plays in the backcourt for UNM. 
Backfield. The Lobos’ backfield was one of the best in the MWC. 
Backhand. He hit a backhand deep toward the baseline. 
Backspin. The backhand has a lot of backspin. 
Backstop. He caught up to the passed ball before it reached the backstop. 
Backstroke. His backstroke has a lot of backspin, too. 
Backstretch. Are there any Lobo horses? 
Backdoor: Air Force likes to go backdoor on six backdoor plays. 

Back-to-back: The Lobos have won back-to-back MWC titles. 
Ballplayer. He is a fine ballplayer. 
Ball carrier. He is a fine ball carrier. 
Baseline. He stepped on the baseline for the team’s fifth turnover. 
Base on balls. He went up hoping for a base on balls. 
Base runner. The base runner stepped out of the baseline and was out. 
Bullpen. The Lobos’ bullpen is full of left-handed pitchers, who love to throw shutouts. 
Backstop. The ball rolled up against the backstop. 
Ballclub. The AP style says ballclub is one word, but computers’ spell check try to make it two words. 
Ballpark. The teams got to the ballpark early. 

Blue-chip. The kid is blue-chip talent. He is a blue-chipper. 

Box office (noun) 
Box-office (adj.) The Davalos’ box office has a typical hometown box-office count to pad attendance. 
Break up: (Webster). He had two pass break ups. 
Breakaway: He is considered the league’s best breakaway runner. It was a breakaway layup. 
Breakthrough. LePre had a breakthrough season. 
Brushback pitch. He threw a nasty, brushback pitch at the batter’s head. 

BASEBALL STUFF 
at-bat (Webster) - backstop - backdoor slider - batter’s box - batter’s eye - ballplayer - base running - base runner - base on ball (3 words) - batboy - bean ball (Webster) - breaking ball - brushback pitch - bullpen - center fielder - center field - change-up (Webster) - choke up (2 words) - cleanup hitter - doubleheader - double play - double-play ball - dugout - fair ball - fastball - fielder’s choice - first baseman - foul ball line - foul tip - ground-rule double - ground rules - ground ball (grounder) - hit-and-run (Webster) - home plate - home run - hotbox - infield fly rule - inside-the-park home run - one-bag hit - one-bagger - on-deck - on-deck circle - left-hander - line drive - lineup (n) - line up (v) - major leagues - major leaguer - no-hitter - no-hit - outfield - passed ball - pitch-hit (adj - pickoff play - pinch hitter (n) - pinch runner - pinch-run (adj) - pitchout - play off (v) - playoff (n) - put out (v) - putout (n) - rainout - rain check - RBI (singular) - RBIs (plural) - rundown (n) - sacrifice fly - sacrifice hit - seventh-inning stretch - shoestring catch - shut out (v) - shut out (n) - slugger - squeeze play - strike zone - strikeout - Texas leaguer - timeout - triple play - two-bag hit - unassisted double play - wild pitch - walk-off home run - 


C 
Caddie (not caddy). Tiger, known for his caddish behavior, has the best caddie in golf. 
Career-best game. It was a season-best game for Jammer McGoo, but not a career-best effort. 
Center fielder (two words); right fielder, left fielder -- BUT -- outfielder. 
Coach (no capital) They gave the award to coach Steve Alford. “Thanks,” said coach Steve Alford. 
Clubhouse. The clubhouse is off limits to all sportswriters, jackals and vultures. 
Crossbar. The kick hit the crossbar, but fell into the net, to the chagrin of the keeper. 

D 
Doubleheader. Let’s play a doubleheader on Sunday. 
Double play. He hit into a double play. The double-play ball went first to the shortstop then to the first baseman. 
Dugout. Do it my way, or sit in the dugout, doing it your way. 

DAY OF WEEK. 
Spell out, when possible. If need space, it’s Sun-Mon-Tue-Wed-Thu-Fri-Sat (3 letters) 

E 
End zone. The ball carrier was penalized for celebrating in the end zone. “We needed to get the ball into the end zone,” said the coach. 
ERA (earned run average). The right-handed pitcher has an ERA of 3.12. 

F 
Fairway. He made it easy on his caddie by hitting the ball in the fairway. 
Fair catch. The ballplayer, or the ball carrier, can signal for a fair catch, if he’s a sissy boy like Dave. 
Fastball. He threw fastballs on every pitch.. Too bad none of them were in the strike zone. 
First baseman. The first baseman threw the ball to the third baseman. 
First quarter (noun) / first-quarter (adj). They had a 12-point, first-quarter lead in the first quarterField goal. He shot two field goals. He kicked a field goal. 
Foul tip. The foul tip went directly into the glove. 
Foul ball line. The tendency is to write foul-ball line, which is not correct by AP guidelines. 


Foul line. He scored 12 points from the foul line. 
Foul shot. His foul shot needs a lot of work, if he expects to make his free throws. 
Free throw. He made his free throw. 
Free-throw line. He went to the free-throw line for two foul shots. 
Frontcourt. He plays in the frontcourt with Swisher McGrew. 
Front-runner. The front-runner in the MWC race is UNM. 
Full-court press. / half-court press 

Fullback. The fullback signaled for a fair catch in the end zone. 

G 
GameTracker (not Gametracker). 
Game-winner. His game-winning goal came in the second half from the penalty-kick line. 
Game plan. The coach’s game plan did include scoring a few touchdowns. 
Goaltending. Hardeman was called for goaltending on the play. 
Goalkeeper. In soccer, it’s goalkeeper, keeper and sometimes goalie, but some coaches don‘t like goalie. 
Goals-against average. 
Goals-allowed average. 
Goal line. The ball carrier broke the goal line for a touchdown. 
Goal-line stand. They protected their goal line with a heroic goal-line stand. 
Go-ahead. He scored the go-ahead basket on a dunk. 
Ground-rule double. The shortstop hit a ground-rule double to left field. 

GOLF STUFF: 
Irons: 5-iron, 7-iron, 8-iron - or he used a No. 5 iron, No. 8 iron 
He made a birdie, a bogey and a hole in one. (AP says no hyphens, but lots of people write hole-in-one). 
The teams tee off at 8 a.m., Wednesday. 
He likes to use white tees when he tees off on the first hole. 
He has a 3 handicap, but is a 3-handicap golfer. (use figures for handicaps) 
He had a par 5 on the par-5 fifth hole using a 5-iron on every shot. 
He shot a 7-under-par with an eagle on the par-5 seventh hole. 
First hole, second hole, 10th hole, 18th hole. 
He shot a 35-35--70 for a 6-under card. 
He won the match 2 and 1and also won 2-up on Sunday. 
Sand trap, greenside, 

H 
Halfback. The halfback and the fullback could not get into the end zone before halftime. 
Handoff. The halfback took the handoff 2 yards away from the goal line. 
(AP says used figures for football yardage). He ran 6 yards to the 12-yard line to set up a fourth-and-two situation. (situation is not yardage!). 
Halftime. The halftime score was knotted at 12-all. 

Half-court press (full-court press) 
Hot dog / hot-dog. The hot-dog point guard ate 12 hot dogs at halftime. 
Hook shot. His hook shot is really bad, but he can really drain his free throws at the free-throw line. 
Home plate. The third baseman dove on home plate with the ball to force the third out. 

Heights: 6-foot-10 on first reference; then 6-10, 6-9, 6-foot. 
The 6-foot-10 center gave up the ball at midcourt to the 6-foot guard, who passed to the 6-9 forward. 

Hit-and-run. I would use hit-and-run all the time, even though AP drops the hyphen on verbs. 
Hometown. The Lobos were the hometown team. 


I 
First inning, second inning, 10th inning, 12th inning 
Indoor (adj, modifies noun); indoors (adv, follows verb) The indoor track season is played indoors. 

J 
Jump ball. The game begins with a jump ball at midcourt (lots of spell check want mid court). 
Jump shot. He has a sweet jump shot. 


K 
Kick off (verb) 
Kickoff (noun). The player kicked off from the 50 for his first-ever kickoff to start a game. 


Knock-out (adj)/ knockout (noun): The Lobos went for the knock-out punch to get a fourth-quarter knockout. 

L 
Layup / layups. He drove and made a layup. He now has six layups in the game. (Some spellchecks want lay ups or lay-up, but not AP). 
Left-hander. He is a left-handed pitcher but he also can throw the ball right-handed. 
Left field. The outfield is strong in right field, but weak in left field because of the left fielder. 
Line drive. He hit a line drive up the middle. 
Line up (verb) 
Lineup (noun). Birmingham asked his players to line up so the announcer could see tonight’s lineup. 

Left guard / right guard. The left guard is good. The right guard is bad. 
Linebacker. He will be UNM’s first All-America linebacker, if he makes the All-American team. 
Lineman / linemen. He is the best lineman on a team pretty weak in linemen. 
Line of scrimmage. The line of scrimmage is the 5-yard line. 

M 
Man-to-man. Alford prefers to use a man-to-man defense. 
Midcourt. (AP and Webster disagree). 
Midcourse. He left the race midcourse due to an injury. 
AP prefers not to capitalize major league or major leaguer. Some newspapers prefer: He went to the Major Leagues. 

N 
No-hitter: He pitched a no-hitter. It was his fifth no-hit game of the season. 

NUMBERS…. 
Spell out first thru ninth -- then 10th, 11th, 12th, etc. 
The girl is 5-years-old. The senior is 25-years-old. 
A number with a “y” is hyphenated , if spelled out: thirty-six, forty-four. 
Spell out casual expressions. 
Ex: We couldn’t beat them in a thousand years. 
Ex: I told the other coach, ‘Thanks a million for the fumble.’ 

General rule: spell out numbers below 10. So, one, two,…. Nine and 10, 11, 12 … 100. 
So it’s: Roman Martinez had 11 points, eight rebounds, four assists, three steals and 15 floor burns. 
If the digit is single 1-9: spell it out; if double 10-and-up, use digit: So “single spell/double digit.” 

Fourth-and-goal, second-and-ten, first-and-ten. 
The Lobos had the ball at the 5-yard line and the 3-yard line, but couldn’t crack the end zone because of Utah’s goal-line stand. 

O 
Out of bounds (adv/noun) He threw the pass out of bounds 
Out-of-bounds (adj). The out-of-bounds pass cost them the game. 
Off-season (BUT… preseason, postseason)…. The off-season is as important as the preseason. 
Offside. The forward was offside on the play. 
On-side. The goal was ruled to be an on-side goal. 
Outfield. When he went to the outfield, he played left field, not right field. 
Overtime. The teams went into overtime, sometimes called a sudden-death overtime. 

Outhit - outran -- outrun -- outscore - outraced - outswim - outpitched. 

P 
Penalty-kick line. His game-winner came from the penalty-kick line. 
Pinch-hit. The pinch hitter went in to pinch-hit for the left-handed pitcher. 
Pinch hitter. The pinch hitter hit a pinch-hit double. 
Pitchout: The pitchout to the halfback went out of bounds at the 5-yard line. 
Place kick (verb) / place-kicker (noun). The place-kicker decided to place kick the ball from the 40-yard line. 
Playmaker. The Lobos are looking for a playmaker. The point guard is the playmaker. 

Preseason / postseason (no hyphen). But off-season. The preseason poll suggests the Lobos will play in the postseason. Your work effort in the off-season often influences your postseason chances. 
Play off (verb). They will play off for the MWC title on Friday in a big playoff game. 
Playoff (noun) There will be a playoff for the MWC title on Friday between two teams dying to play off. 

Put out (verb) 
Putout (noun). He tried to put out the runner at second and was successful, for the third putout of the inning. 

Q 
Quarterback: The quarterback does not like sissy-boy place-kickers, who have never touched foot in the end zone. 
. 
R 
Right hand or right-handed. The right-handed pitcher uses his right hand. Right? 
Right field. The left fielder does not like to play right field. 
Record. He shot a record (not new record; redundant, but not a rule I would worry about) 
Redshirt. The redshirt freshman decided to red shirt as a true freshman. 
RBI (singular) He had one RBI in the game. 
RBIs (plural). He had six RBIs in the game, but only one RBI in the first inning. 
Ribby: slang for RBI -- usually only used in quotes. 
Rundown. They got the Aztec in a rundown between first and second base. 
Runback (noun). He had a 90-yard runback on the opening kickoff. 
Running back. The running back deciding not to runback the kickoff out of the end zone. 
Runner-up/ runners-up. The team was the national runner-up in 2009. The Lobos were runners-up in 2009. 

S 
Sacrifice fly. He got a sacrifice fly off the left-handed pitcher, which was good for an RBI. 
Sacrifice hit. 
Season-best. It was a season-best game for Gunner, but not a career-best. 
Shoestring catch. He made a shoestring catch to rob an RBI from the hard-hitting first baseman. 
Shots on goal. UNM had 12 shots on goal with one coming from the penalty-kick line. 
Showdown. (see below) 
Showcase. He plays to showcase his talent in the big showdown with BYU. 
Shut out (verb) 
Shutout (noun). The coach asked his players to shut out the Cougars in the final inning to preserve the shutout win. The pitcher told the coach to shut up and sit down. 
Sideline. That pitcher was quickly on the sideline and in the dugout. 

SOCCER STUFF … 
game-winner / game-winning goal. The game-winning goal was his first game-winner of the season. 
penalty-kick line 
goalkeeper. Typically, soccer guys like goalkeeper or keeper. AP says goalie is OK, but not always embraced by die-hard soccer guys. AP says NEVER use goaltender. 

Midfielder: The midfielder and the goalkeeper are good friends. 

On-side but offside (no S). The forward claimed he was on-side, but the ref said, “Offside, no goal.” 
goals-against average; goals-allowed average . Use the hyphen. 
throw-in. The throw-in led to the game-winning goal by Frenchy McFoot. 
won-lost-tied record. The Lobos won-lost-tied mark is 12-3-1. 
shots on goal. The Lobos had 12 shots on goal. Not hypenated 
crossbar. The kick from the penalty-kick line hit the crossbar but penetrated the goal line. 
goal line. The goal line is outlined by many crossbars. 
sideline. The shot from near the sideline pierced the goal line for a game-winning goal. 
goal posts (let’s go with two words like Webster says??) 
There is a referee and two linesmen 
small-sided game; small-sided goal 
career-best effort; season-best performance. Use the hyphen 

SKI STUFF… 
He wore one ski. He had several pairs of skis. He is a skier who once skied Taos. He loves skiing. 

Squeeze play. The gutsy coach went for a squeeze play with two outs in the ninth inning. 
Split end. The wide receiver prefers to be called a split end. 
Strike zone. The right-handed pitcher threw a fastball strike down the middle of the strike zone. 

SWIMMING STUFF…. 
The 16-year-old freshman competes in the 100-meter backstroke. On second reference, you can say she won the 100 backstroke. 
She also races on UNM’s 440-meter relay team. 

T 
Tailback. The tailback prefers to be called a running back. 
Texas leaguer. Nobody knows what a Texas leaguer really looks like. 
Throw-in. The throw-in resulted in a game-winner by Simon LeSmelleyFoot. 
Tight end. A tight end is a split end, who isn’t afraid to throw a block. 
Timeout: They called a timeout so Deal could finish his hot dog. 
Touchback. The tailback caught the ball in the end zone for a touchback. 
Touchdown. The place-kicker ran on to the field screaming, “I want to kick a touchdown.” 
Tee / tee off. The golfers tee off at 3 p.m., and must use white tees. 
Tiebreaker. The two tennis players played a tiebreaker. 
Triple play (double play). The triple-play ball was bobbled, leading to a double play. 

TIMES: 
The game will be played at 7 p.m., Tuesday in The Pit. 
The game will be played at 8 p.m., Thursday (Dec. 9) in The Pit. 
The date typically isn’t needed if the game fall within the next six days, but no big Chris Deal! 
Also -- the time usually goes first: 6 p.m., Saturday. 

TRACK STUFF 
100-meter dash, 40-yard dash, 440-yard relay, 
He won the mile in a time of 3:57.4. 
First reference: 100-meter. Second reference: the 100, the 400, the 800. 

U 
Underwater. She comes off the board with such power that she stays underwater for six feet. 
Upside. There is an upside to using this word correctly. The downside is you might get slapped upside the head. 

V 

W 
Wild pitch. The left-handed pitcher threw a wild pitch into the backstop, which cost him a shutout win. 
Wide receiver. A wide receiver is a tight end, with better hands and quicker feet. 

X 
Y 
Yardage in football: AP says used figures for football yardage). 
He ran 6 yards to the 12-yard line to set up a fourth-and-two situation. (situation is not yardage!). 
The 5-yard pass set up the Lobos at the BYU 40 before Hicks ran 9 yards to the BYU 1-yard line. 
-- 9-yard gain; 9-yard run. 
- 


Z; 
Stevens is willing to bet that only Kara reads all the way to the Zs. 

SOME GRAMMER STUFF…… 

POSSESSIVES: 
The Lobos are good. The Lobos’ center is good. UNM is cool. UNM’s SID department rules. 
IF PLURAL NOUN DOES NOT END IN S, ADD AN S, AFTER APOSTROPHE. 
The men’s bathroom. The women’s rights. The alumni’s money. 
A SINGULAR NOUN, not ending in S -- add ‘s: 
The man’s coat. The woman’s dress. The horse’s food. The player’s serve was out. 
A SINGULAR NOUN, ending in S - just add apostrophe. 
Achilles’ heel. Kansas’ school system. Stevens’ cool personality. 

IF PLURAL NOUN ENDS IN S, just add apostrophe: 
The ships’ wake (several ships). The ship’s wake (one ship). The 50 states’ rights were violated. The Bears’ poop. The girls’ toys (many girls). 

If word doesn’t end in S, add a ‘s: Kreb’s department. Lockley’s quarterback. Marx’s theory on Locksley. Xerox’s profits.
